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Dear Fellow Collector,
Dear reader of the PLUMB BOB NEWS,

www.plumbbobcollectors.info

Please, as always | am in search of new photos, catalogs, articles or personal stories about any aspect

of PLUMB BOBS from you. Any help is appreciated.

If you have any information or pictures for these themes, please let me know.

Thank you, looking forward to hearing from you

Wolf
PACKING, BOXES, SHEATHS etc.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Usually the collectors have only the ‘“naked”
plumb bob (with the original string or sometimes
with a wooden box for mining plummets) in their
collection displayed. But the plumb bobs were
sold not “naked” and were carried by the workers
in special holders. Some types of package were for
the time between “birth” and selling (as oiled
paper, and blister pack), some could also be used
by the worker later (as cardboard, plastic boxes
and sheaths). Especially for the storage during the
use of the plumb bobs are made the wooden
dovetailed boxes of the mining plummets. Some
of this equipment | will show you this time.

Most of the pictures are from my own collection,
some from Fellow Collectors and some from
unknown sources.

If YOU know some more, please let me know for
an update of this newsletter.

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de -21-

2. OILED PAPER

The simplest protection against corrosion is oiled
paper. This kind of protection 1 found when |
visited the factory of Gampper in Germany. It is
only to protect the iron plumb bobs against rust
until they are sold.

GAMPPER plumb bobs
wrapped in oiled paper
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3. CARDBOARD BOXES
Very often the plumb bobs are packed in the
quantity of one or more in cardboard boxes. This
is to protect the tool and also to print information
about the plumb bob as size, material, quantity,
maker, instruction, patent # etc.
Usually a rectangular box is used, but | found a
very special box from China:

[11''199.8"
I ‘I:-l.l.‘\..\.\.‘.l. A

Patent US953131 FERRIS 1910
shaft centering for plumb bobs

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de

Patent GB1908 00163 CARTER
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Gyrostatic plumb bob
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Some other US cardboard boxes

KeE
83 0095

PLUMB BOB SHEATH

' FOR 18 TO 24 0Z.
PLUMB BOBS
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4. BLISTER PACK

For a good presentation in a shop the plumb bobs
are put in a blister pack. They hold together the
plumb bob and the line and you can hang it on a
supermarket shelf.

FLATBOB "

-

Low-Profile Plumb Bob

* Usable anywhere; perfect for walls

+ Flat sides allow bob to hug walt

+ Slotted body for scribing vertical lines

* Thin profile improves tip visibility

« Snap-together cord spool holds 8 icet (2.4 m) of cord

* Low center of gravity
stabilizes tip quickly

+ Solid brass metal parts

Cord Spool Snaps
Into Body

8leet (24 m)of

Braided Cord Tip Protector

05K97.01
Made in Ganada,
U Pasent No 5974676

R

4

VERITAS® FLAT-BOB ~~****

A new concept in plumb bobs. the Veritas® Flat-Bob is more accurate, stable, and
versatile than traditional designs. The low center of gravity increases both accuracy and
stability. The flat profile makes the point readily visible and makes the flat-bob easy to
use against walls. The center slot makes marking casy. The snap-in reel keeps the cord
neatly secured.

Installing the Cord
Holding the plastic body just below the brass crown ball,
unscrew the ball. Thread the line through the removed ball
it. trimming any excess. Repeat the process with
spool and the other end of the cord. If you have
trouble threading the cord, heat the cord end with & match
and draw it through a pinched piece of paper to form a
smaller hardened tip.

Storing the Cord Spool
saps into the slot in the plastic body.
flat hourglass shape until it clicks

o femove it, he back side of the plastic body. To
prevent the line from unwinding while not in use, trap a small
amount of free cord between the plastic body and the spool
when you snap the two picces together.

Using the Plumb Bob

Scribing Vertical Lines
‘The cord spool has two open holes which can be used to hang the plumb bob at &
given length of cord. To secure the cord, extend as much as desired, then loop the
cord up from the bottom of the spool. through the hole and down again as shown.
Use the upper hole to hang on a nail and scribe the line. The vertical slot in the
plumb bob body lets you scribe vertical lines at various heights, indicating the
plumb line all the way 10 the ground. This can be handy for hanging wallpaper oF
marking stud center lines.

A Plumb Bob as a Level
The very earliest form of level was a plumb bob. It can be
extremely accurate. Mounted on a simple A-frame as shown, it
can be used as a level and 1o ensure that vertical members are :
plumb. Expanding on this idea, you can mark lines on a flat board
using a protractor and, by attaching it behind the bob, create an L) £
inclnometer of any e L
o

E?‘?RBEPGS’TmIS Inc.
Vo ok Ot e
136852208 USA K21 1C2 Canada

PCO-041
Rev. 0

> [N

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de

Printed in Canaga.
© Vorias Tools bnc. 2005
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5. PLASTIC MATERIAL
| found plastic boxes, but they are not good for the
heavy plumb bobs and sharp tips: Often the box is
damaged after short use:

The well known BARBARA, BRANDI and
ROBERT are presented in a plastic tube.

The MARKING PLUMB BOB “THE BULLET”
in the box.
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6. STAND IN A STORE 7. PRESENTATION BOX
To give the plumb bob as a present different boxes
are use.
For presentation in the store stands were designed
with the name of the maker etc. See the BLUE
GRASS stand in the collection of Joel Hodapp or
a wooden DIETZGEN stand.

S R

BLUE GRASS N N

‘RASS PLUMB BOBS .
BELKNAP LOUISVILLE

18G 18 BP
. o1

DIETZGEN
display rack

MERCEDES BENZ EXHIBITION 1980
MUNICH GERMANY
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The patented WIESENER plumb bob from the
collection of Dogan Basak:
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SCHUMFELL French patent
pb + compass

WIESENER PATENT
GB190719687 1907 plumb bob internal reel MINIATURE PLUMB BOB

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de -26 - WOLF'S PLUMB BOB NEWS 2013-02 PACKING, BOXES, SHEATHS etc.



8. WOODEN BOXES

The wooden boxes are used for tall and heavy
plumb bobs and for instruments. We know this
kind for MINING PLUMMETS and the very nice
plumb bobs of LEISTNER and HEIMBACH See
pictures below from the collection of Nelson
Denny 7.

plumbbobwolf@t-online.de
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Not only tall plumb bobs are stored in wooden
boxes, also some small ones like the
PERFECTION are protected by wooden
containers.

Patent US787896 Converse 1905

Y] PERFECTION

Liigiat 1 R B
BT IR
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Some MINING PLUMMETS in wooden boxes
from the collection of NELSON DENNY ¥

The level and compass of German mining
surveyors are stored in wooden boxes to avoid
electric sparks in the mines. From my collection.

Burr & Bercen,

SURYEYING, EXGINEERING & ASTRONDNAL INSTRUKENTS.

German mining surveyors’
instruments in wooden box + belt

FREIBERG, Germany .
——
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In most cases the boxes are exactly adapted to the The KEEN KUTTER plumb bob in the wooden

size of the plumb bob: box is also well known and is similar to the
ND MAHAGONY CASED NICKEL PLATED PERFECTION above.
COMMON SENSE 2Ibs 60z KEEN KUTTER

ND PATENTED W. L. BERGEN
PLUMB BOB AND HOLDER

Patent US266671 1882

ND 15 Ibs 684
BRIDGEBUILDERS
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10.SHEATHS

9. CONTAINER OF TIN OR On the building plot the workers need the plumb
BAKELITE bob. To not get lost or making holes in the pocket

The very common GENERAL 800 plumb bob is they wear it in SHEATHS. | am sure you have
often sold in a tin container. some of them in your collection. They have

different systems to hold the plumb bobs.

The Russian Army has this BAKELITE container
for the very tiny double plumb bob.

i [ IIII|IIII]IIII|Il|I||Ill]IlllilllIillHlml|l|l||IIII|lIII]llIllllII|I1II]II|I|II|I||III lII:I
|l 6 8 [ 9 S43v@c@CEILY
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June 26, 1928,

l. R. WATERMON 1,675,072

SURVEYOR’S APRON
Filed Sept. 2, 1927

) INYENTOR:,
IRVIN R. WATERMON

B S I —
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11.SURVEYORS’ EQUIPMENT 12.SOMETHING TO SMILE ABOUT
Plastic bag fixed to the tripod. HINDU CRAFTSMAN WITH PLUMB BOB AND GIRL.

THE PLUMB BOB IS EVERYWHERE -©

FOUND ON HIMALAYAN ACADEMY:
http://64.151.72.194/resources/books/dws/dws_mandala-
15.html

A craftsman, with plumb bob and basket of tools nearby, talks
with his wife outside their dwelling. Because each was a virgin

when they married, their psychic bond is strong and enduring, and
they will be able to weather life's storms together.

B e ot o e

AT R AR

COOKE TROUGHTON & SIMMS

13.REMARKS

This is an article of the monthly published WOLF’S PLUMB BOB NEWS that is
sent on demand as PDF-file attachment by email. FREE.
You can see all former publications on the website

www.plumbbobcollectors.info on page “download publications”.

Remarks and contact by email: plumbbobwolf@t-online.de

Enjoy it

Wolf

Ps. For the members of our group the whole world turns around the plumb bob as

shown in our logo right. © Logo of the International Plumb
Bob Collectors Association IPBCA
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