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Dear Fellow Collector,  

Dear reader of the PLUMB BOB NEWS, 

Please, as always I am in search of new photos, catalogs, articles or personal stories about any aspect 

of PLUMB BOBS from you. Any help is appreciated. 

If you have any information or pictures for these themes, please let me know. 

Thank you, looking forward to hearing from you 

 

Wolf 
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1. ).42/$5#4)/.  
 

Regularly I get emails with inquiries from Fellow 

Collectors or visitors of my web site who ask me: 

Could you please help me?  

What is this?  

Do you think this is a plumb bob? Etc. 

 

Today I will present some of these emails from 

my archives with my answers. The search for the 

right answers and the result is sometimes very 

funny, even when it is not that result expected by 

the questioner. J   

During the research I get in contact to a lot of 

people who help me to find the answer. And 

sometimes I find new and very interesting facts 

about the PLUMB BOB and INSTRUMENTS 

with a plumb bob as you can read in the first 

chapter about the building of brick-chimneys by 

masons. 

Remark: I left the different fonts from the emails. 
To protect the privacy of the questioners I have not 

mentioned in every case the full name, but only acronyms. 
If you have any questions, feel free to ask é.. 

 

2. 0,5-" ,%6%, &/2 #()-.%93  
 

All began in January 2013 with a short email by a 

collector from Melbourne, Australia: 
Wolfgang  
First let me congratulate you on 
such  a collection of photos of 
old tools on your website.  
Really brings back memories.  
 
The photo of a plumb bob I was 
looking for is only shown as part 
of a collection noted as your own 
(copy attached). As a young 
tradesman (in Melbourne, 
Australia) I watche d an old 
bricklayer build a high chimney  
for an industrial boiler in the 
early 1950s and he used only that 
type of plumb bob  (plumb level) . 
From the adjacent photos it seems 
that they may have been a very 
ancient design of tool. Do you 
know any history of it's use, 
please?  
Regards  
Graham  D.   

. 
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Here are some of the PLUMB LEVELS hanging in my 
floor. This photo Graham found on my web site. 

I proposed to visit my web site and to go to the page 
ñdownload PUBLICATIONSò There he could find all my 
monthly newsletters. 
DIRECT LINK TO THIS PAGE: 
http://www.plumbbobcollectors.info/41328.html  
Scrolling down on this page you will find: PLUMB BOB 
NEWS 2009-01 PLUMB LEVELS. 
é I rarely visit the area of Melbour ne 
where that chimney was constructed, I 
would guess, in 1953 when I was an 
apprentice Plumber on that site. A check 
of the site ( Nazareth House 
Camberwell,16 Cornell Street, Camberwell 
VIC 3124) via Google Maps (screen shot 
below )  shows a shadow of a chimn ey at 

the south end of the site but it seems 
too small and too far from the main 
buildings to be the same chimney. 
However, I have sent an email to their 
administrator to see if they have any 
pictures of the chimney. I shall send a 
copy if I get one.  
Graha m 

Some days later we got good photos of the eight-

sided nice chimney by the maintenance manager 

(see figure below): 

Looking at this nice brick-chimney I remembered that I 
donôt know what instrument was used by the 
bricklayers to check the slope of the chimney. 
So I called some chimney building companies here in 
Germany. This was not easy, because actually no big 
chimneys are built. I was lucky to find some engineers 
and owners of the companies who were able to tell me 
something about the tools.  
Also I found some drawings in old books. See next 
page.  

http://www.plumbbobcollectors.info/41328.html
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We know that the rectangle plumb level was used 

by the masons to verify the verticality of walls as 

shown in a drawing from 1515 (Emperor 

Maximilian of the ñHoly Roman Empire of 

German Nationsò as mason apprentice)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In my collection I have a postcard from the USA 

with a (not modified) level showing that these 

tools had a length up to 4 or 5 inches. 

CONCLUSION: To verify the slope of a 
chimney the builders made their own tool by 
combining a modified straight edge (board) as 
shown with a spirit level (or in former times 
with a plumb bob). The spirit level is fixed at 
the side or (for better reading) at the top of 
the board. 
The SLOPE (reduction of the radius) is 
2cm/m for big chimneys.  

Searching for this newsletter finally I found 
two new shapes of plumb levels. One used 

for building 
chimneys and 
another one that is 
inverted to the 
ñchimney-levelò 
that was used in 
German mines in 
1866. See my 
drawings below. 
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3. 0%.$5,5- #,/#+ 
I was asked by a friend: 

Wolf, 

are you familiar with this type of bob? 

Bruce 

He forwarded me the email below: 

Hello Bruce, 
I recently bought the pictured plumb bob at a 
local auction and can't find any information. 
Have you seen one or know anything about 
it? 

-Spring loaded adjustable 

-Weighs about 10 oz 

-Graduated in millimeters 

I would appreciate any thing you can tell me. 
Best Regards, 
Jack Z. U.S.A. 

My first answer was: 
BRUCE, 

BY CHANCE I HAVE THE SAME ONE IN MY 

COLLECTION SINCE SEVERAL YEARS. BUT I HAVE 

PUT IT IN A BOX ASIDE AND NOT HANG IT UP, 

BECAUSE MINE IS CUT AT THE TOP AND THERE IS 

NO HOLE TO FIX THE LINE . SEE ATTACHED 

PICTURE AT THE RIGHT SIDE.  

THE UPPER PART OVER THE BODY IS MISSING. 

UNFORTUNATELY I CAN'T REMEMBER WHERE I 

BOUGHT IT, BUT I THINK IT WAS ON A FLEAMARKET 

HERE IN GERMANY AND NOT ON EBAY. PERHAPS I 
FIND SOMETHING IN THE NEXT TIME. 

 

THE SPRING IS NOT TO PROTECT THE TIP AS WE 

KNOW IT FROM OTHER PLUMB BOBS, BUT IT GIVES 

ONLY A REACTION FORCE WHEN YOU TURN THE TIP 

AND SCREW THE ROD IN OR OUT. 

THE THREAD IS VERY FINE. ONE COMPLETE TURN 

OF THE TIP MOVES THE ROD LESS THAN 1 

MILLIMETER. 

I AGREE WITH JACK THAT THE 

SCALE IS IN MILLIMETER AND NOT 

IN INCH. LENGTH OF THE SCALE 

MARKINGS IS 22 MILLIMETER. 

 

I THINK IT IS NOT A BORN PLUMB 

BOB, BUT A PART OF A LAMP; A 
MEASURING INSTRUMENT OR 

SOMETHING ELSE. 

I THINK THE HOLE FOR THE LINE IN 

THE ROD OF JACK'S PLUMB BOB IS 

NOT ORIGINAL BECAUSE THIS PART 

ON MY PLUMB BOB IS A LITTLE BIT 

LONGER THAN THE ROD OF JACK'S 

AND THERE I FIND NOTHING TO FIX 

THE LINE..  

 

IT LOOKS VERY PROFESSIONAL 

MADE. 
WOLF 

 

Now the research in the www began. 

One week later I got the original item: 

BRUCE, 
JACK, 

FINALLY I FOUND THE ORIGINAL PART:  

VINTAGE 1960s, 1970s GERMAN WALL PENDULUM 

CLOCK AUGUST SCHATZ ELEXACTA.  
YOU CAN BUY THE CLOCK FOR 183 EURO J 

IT IS A CLOCK PENDULUM WITH REGULATION OF 

THE LENGTH TO ADAPT THE PENDULUM TO GET 

THE CORRECT TIME. THE COMPLET CLOCK IS 

SWINGING ON THE WALL! 
HERE ARE TWO LINKS TO A VIDEO ON YOUTUBE 

WITH A SCHATZ PENDULUM CLOCK. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MwzGffOthU  

AND ANOTHER VIDEO: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRq9tC9XPmQ  

ENJOY IT 

HOPE I COULD HELP YOU 

WOLFGANG  

DIETZGEN 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_MwzGffOthU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRq9tC9XPmQ
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Fig. 213. Tampion 

or "Turn-Pin." 

 

4. 7!,,0!0%2 0,5-" "/" 
Short email: 

What do you make of this? 

Found at estate sale in FL this week. 

I looked thru 

your newsletter 

and did not find 

any like it. 

Any info 

appreciated. 

Kathy 

 
Kathy, 
thank you for the question from Cape Canaveral. 
You are right I did not 
mention often this kind of flat 
iron plumb bobs. 
They were used for 
wallpapering.  
More you can read in my 
newsletter  
2012-09 WALLPAPERING and 
NEWS 2012-03 WOODEN 
PLUMB BOBS on my web site. 
Usually they are a part of 
wallpaper tools in a wooden 
box. See attached picture.  

Hope I could help you  
Wolf 
 

And I am happy when I get a final email like this: 

Wolf 
Tks for your prompt reply. I said a great big 
ñOooohhhhhéò  when I read your email, as it was 
suddenly obvious. 

I found your website on google when I was searching 
for flat plumb bobs. 

Kathy in CC 

 

5. 30)..).' 4/0 Ϲ 452. 0). 
Hello, 
I was reading your article and viewing your pictures on the 
internet and I now have a question that I am wondering 
whether you can and will answer for me. 
I found the item (pictured attached) in my father's 
basement when we cleaned it out maybe 15 or so years 
ago. Is this part 
of a plumb bob? 
And if so, what 
is missing from it 
as there is no 
way to attach a 
string from what 
I can tell. 
Sure would 
appreciate 
knowing if this is something or just a 
piece of finished wood of some sort. 
Thank you in advance for any 
information you can give me. 
J. F. 
 

Usually we know as material for the 

plumb bobs stone, lead, iron, brass, 

etc., or possibly even filled with lead 
or mercury, a material with a high 

density. The plumb bob is supposed to 

provide resistance to wind forces and 

keep the line tight. There is also a 

material that we not know at the first 

view, namely WOOD. However, the use of wood plumb 

bobs is limited (no wind), but they are there. In addition, 

there are wooden plumb bobs, which are specially made for 

collectors or for ceremonial use. On the other hand, many 

pieces are made of wood and offered (and sold/bought) as a 

plumb bob. But they are not ñbornò plumb bobs but 

SPINNING TOPS, which we know from our childhood. 
Today I would like to add some information about the 

ñwooden plumb bob familyò. I am sure every collector has 

some of these in his collection. 

First I thought it was a spinning top, but by the help of Bruce 

I learned that there was another tool in the U.S.A. called 

TURN PIN used by plumbers. See newsletter 2012-03 

WOODEN PLUMB BOBS 

 

Fig. 213 
1 

is a tampion - generally called turn-pin by 
plumbers, because it is turned after each stroke of the 

hammer, so as to insure swelling the end of the pipe 

uniformly. The turning is 
necessary because the pins 

become somewhat oval while 

seasoning. The heart of the 
wood is seldom in the center of 

the pin, and the shrinkage 

therefore is not only quite 

unequal but varies as the center 
of the timber is eccentric to that 

of the pin. These pins are made 

of boxwood, with various 
tapers according to the work for 

which they are designed.  

                                                             
1 from the 1916 book "A Working Manual Of American Plumbing 

Practice" 

http://chestofbooks.com/home-improvement/construction/plumbing/Manual-Plumbing-Practice/index.html
http://chestofbooks.com/home-improvement/construction/plumbing/Manual-Plumbing-Practice/index.html
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There is only one plumb 

bob made of WOOD used 

by workers. It is made for 

wallpapering and it is 

shaped like a plumb bob 

cut in half. Here, the hole 

for the cord is positioned 

so that it still hangs exactly 

vertical. Purpose is that 

there is no damage to the 

tiles by the material 

(wood), if it falls down 

accidently. Secondly the 

cord is close to the wall. 

You can draw an accurate 

marker along the line. 

In a bath or a room usually 

you have no big influence 

of the wind J 

 

Often, especially in the U.S., spinning tops (whip 

or throwing tops) are offered as a plumb bob. 

They have the shape of a conical plumb bob, but 

they do not have an essential part, namely the 

attachment point for the cord. The spinning top 

requires the string "around the waist" and not on 

top of the head. Sometimes an eye or hook is 

attached later, sometimes it is not even available 

and sometimes there is an existing patented 

portion that was converted to attach the string. 

Fig. 213. Tampion or "Turn-Pin."Why are offered 

spinning  tops as plumb bobs? The sellers expect 

more money for a plumb bob. But sometimes it is 

incognizance of the tool. Some of the patented 

spinning 

tops, 

especially in 

the U.S. 

have a 

piece/part 

above where 

a line can be 

mounted. 

But it is not 

to hang it on 

a string, but that it can be kept in his position 

under control of the child while playing and does 

not "run away". 

 

Your ñplumb bobò is definitely a TURN PIN. 

More you can read in my newsletter 2012-03 

WOODEN PLUMB BOBS 

Hope I could help you. 

Wolf

 

6. .5'%.4 /),).' $%6)#% 
 

On Ebay was offered in 2010: ANTIQUE 

NUGENT DATED 1899 3 1/4 POUND IRON 
PLUMB BOB 
With the markings on the tool I searched for the patent and 












